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in the* north to the Chambal in the south. The portion
of it to the north of^flie Ganges of which Ahichhatra
was the capital had been wrested from Drupada, the
king of the Panchalas, by the Kurus led by Dr6na and
his 106 pupils. Drupada now ruled to the south in Kam-
pily& and was burning to have his vengeance on Drona.
He is said to have performed a sacrifice from which sprang
Krishna or Draupadi, the future queen of the Pandavas,
and a son named Dhrishtadyumna, who was destined to
kill Drona. Drupada wished to secure Arjuna for his son-
in-law, but not knowing his whereabouts proclaimed^
Swayamvara of his beautiful daughter at which the victor
was to bend a bow specially constructed for the occasion
and shoot arrows specially made at a moving target hang-
ing in the sky. Kings and princes assembled at the capi-
tal of the southern Panchalas and were received and en-
camped to the north of the town in a great camp, having
streets laid with sandal-scented water and beautified with
arches at the gate. On the appointed day the competitors
assembled in the Swayamvara hall and seated themselves
on golden seats spread over with costly coverings,anxious
to have a look at the beauteous bride. Krishna having
bathed and put on a superb dress and precious ornaments
now entered the hall bearing in the hand a gold-laced
garland. The preceptor of the family of the Panchalas
sacrificed at the family altar and taking the blessing of the
Brahmanas stopped all music, Dhrishtadyumna now
took his sister by the hand and addressed the assembly
of princes and Brahmanas in a clear and sonorous voice:
"Here is this bow," said he, "and here the arrows. Who-
ever will send them in the hole of the target hanging